CHAPTER  XIII.

WORDS MADE  BY WAR.

SINCE the earliest ages men have made war on one
another, and we have a great crowd of words, new
and old, connected with war. Some of these are
very simple words, especially the names of early
weapons; some are more elaborate and more in-
teresting in their derivation.

The chief of all weapons, the sword, has its simple
name from the Old English language itself, and so
has the spear. But it was after the Norman con-
quest of England that war became more elaborate,
with armoured knights and fortified towers, and
nearly all the names connected with war of this sort
come to us from the French of that time. The
word war itself comes from the Old French word
werre. Battle, too, comes from the French of this
time; and so do armour, arms .fortress, siege, conquer;
pursue, tower, banner, and many other words. All
of these words came into French originally from
Latin, Knight, however, is an Old English word.
The French word for knight, chevalier, never passed
into English, but from it we got the word chivalry.